The New Jersey 
Temperance News 


Notice to postmasters—All forms for change of address or discontinuance and all undeliverable papers pertaining to the 
Temperance News should be addressed to the Editor, 1001 Broad Street, Newark 2, N. J. 





VOL, XV 


November - December, 1958 


Number 6 





COMMITTEE FOR 
CHRISTMAS SAFETY 


The Temperance League again this year as 
in 1956 and 1957, willcontinue to urge business 
firms and government heads to dispense with 
the serving of drinks at company sponsored 
Christmas parties. The letter reproduced on 
the last page of the News has been sent to 2500 
New Jersey executives. 


The Christmas holidays see more fatal 
automobile accidents than any other season of 
the year. Nearly 55% of the holiday fatalities 


in recent years involve drinking drivers. 


In addition, the League would remind every- 
one it is not appropriate to celebrate the birth- 
day of the Christ Child, the Prince of Peace in 
drinking and reveling. 


Attached to each letter being sent to the 
2,500 largest industrial firms in New Jersey 
will be one of the 
ALL LALA 
DRIVERS 

D0 NOT 


"thinking driver" 
stamps. Business 
firms are invited 
to use these stamps 
in cooperation with 
the Committee for Christmas Safety. 


The Attorney General, David D. Furman, 
said of the League: 


"Because December is traditionally 
the worst month of the year for traffic 
casualties, we planon a special program 
for 1958 and I appreciate very much 
the interest of your organization in 
participating. We consider your letter 
to business and industrial organizations 
in the State to be most commendable. 
We want to express our appreciation 
of your plans to continue it this year. 

"I liked very much the sample stamps 
you enclosed about the thinking and 
drinking driver. They should be very 
effective. 





"Thank you again most sincerely for 
this splendid cooperation." 
(signed) David D. Furman 
Attorney General 


CONGRESS GRANTS DISTILLERS 
TAX RELIEF 


The 85th Congress, in its final days, voted 
approval of H.R. 7125, including the section 
which increases the untaxed bonding period on 
whiskey from 8 to 20 years. News of the final 
vote sent Schenley stock up 4 1/4 points. It is 
estimated taxes amounting to $1,400,000,000 
otherwise would have had to been paid over the 
next few years on whiskey now in storage. 


In aneffort to halt the "give-away" tax re- 
lief to the distillers, Senator Thye of Minnesota 
introduced an amendment to the bill. The 
amendment would have required payment of the 
tax as originally intended. It was defeated by 


a Senate vote of 39 to 51. 


New Jersey Senator H. Alexander Smith 
voted for the amendment. 

New Jersey Senator Clifford P. Case voted 
against the amendment. 

The New Jersey Christian Conference on 
Legislation inquired of both gentlemen why they 
voted as they did 


Senator Smith replied, "IT voted for the Thye 
Amendment because the bill would result ina 
revenue loss to the Federal Government as 
stocks of whiskey become depleted over the 
next twelve years from evaporation and other 
causes. Such a loss of revenue at a time when 
this nation is again being confronted with the 
possibility of inflation will not be, in my judge- 
ment, beneficial to the national interest." 


Senator Case commented, "I opposed the 
amendment because 1 was impressed by the 
arguments of the Senate Finance Committee 
which, on the basis of the financial equities, 
overwhelmingly supported the bonding period 
The debate on the floor dealt in 


major part with problems of foreign competi- 
" 


extension, 


tion. 
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IN REPLY... 


The statement by a commission of the 
Episcopal church at their convention in Miami 
Beach gives expression to a favorable position 
on social drinking. 


This position is not shared by large groups 
of religious leaders and other informed indivi- 
duals, Ina recent nation-wide survey of reli- 
gious denominations, conducted by Temperance 
Education, Inc., it was discovered that most of 
the more than 50 denominations surveyed take 
a position in favor of total abstinence, 


It should be remembered that all alcoholics, 
which the Episcopalians deplore, are recruited 
from social drinkers, Alcohol isa habit-forming 
and addictive-producing drug which by its very 
nature calls for repeated and increased dosage. 
It is not something to be treated lightly. 


The statement refers to the fact that there 
is no negative relative to drinking in the Bible. 
But many of the things now forbidden for the 
protection and good of society today are not 
forbidden or even mentioned in the Bible. 


In view of the personality and nature of 
Christ, one can argue that, in the light of pre- 
sent day conditions and with the scientific 
knowledge now available, He would not be even 
mildly in favor of the use of that which harms 
so many and produces no necessary good, The 
injunction "abstain from all appearance of ev:!" 
seems clear in favoring the abstinence position 
for the sake of the weaker ones in our midst, 


- - Herbert H. Parish 





SCHENLEY ADDS THE 
WOMAN'S TOUCH 


The New York Times reports Samovar Vodka, 
a product of Schenley Distillers Company, is 
hiring a five-woman force to push the sale ofits 
product, 


The new crew will work as a mobile unit 
calling on retailers with the representatives of 
the distributors. It will be the job of these 
"ladies" to suggest promotional ideas that will 
stimulate sales to women, address women's 
organizations, demonstrate hints on entertain- 
ing and carry out good-will assignments, 


The newspaper account names a Miss Marion 


Johnson as the recruiter of the new sales force. 


She is quoted as having said,'' With women doing 
a lot more of the liquor buying for the family, 
we think it is the proper time to take this new 
step." 


Even though Miss Johnson would not com- 
ment as to the reason vodka had been selected 
to receive the initial female sales promotion, 
one industry spokesman explained, "Women 
generally do not like the taste of liquor. Vodka 
is said to have no taste. So they can be sociable 
and still enjoy themselves." 


Miss Johnson did say all on her sales force 
were young, "pleasant to look at - but not the 
model type" and have "the guts to walk into a 
liquor store or tavern." 


BOTTLED 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


The Readers Digest last year toldofa police- 
man who received more than a few bottles of 
liquor as Christmas gifts. 


Because he was an abstaining Christian the 
officer at first did not know what to do withhis 
presents. Finally he hit on a practical planand 
was able to report to his friends he had made 
good use of their gifts. One thing he neglected 
to mention - he had used the bottled goods as 
anti-freeze in the radiator of his car. 
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NEW JERSEY NOW SECOND 
IN RATE OF ALCOHOLISM 


Based on the Jellinek alcoholism estimation 
formula, the report of Mark Keller and Vera 
Efrom from the Center of Alcohol Studies and 
the Laboratory of Applied Biodynamics, Yale 
University, shows, of the twelve states with the 
highest rate of alcoholism in 1955, all except 
Nevada have substantial increases when com- 
pared with 1940 rates. (The 1955 report is the 
latest available and was made public June 1958,) 


In 1940 New Jersey was sixth among the 
states with 3,640 alcoholics per 100,000 popu- 
lation, 20 years and over. The 1955 figures 
place New Jersey second with 6,060. 


The 12 states that lead in the rate of alco- 
holism in 1955 are shown with their 1940 com- 
parisons. 


STATE Number* Rate # Position 
1955 1940 1955 1940 1955 
California 597,450 5,920 6,600 2 l 
New Jersey 232,200 3,640 6,060 6 2 
N. H. 22,650 2,690 6,030 20 3 
New York 672,550 3,710 5,850 5 4 
Mass. 186,850 3,150 5,340 15 5 
Connecticut 82,700 3,720 5,260 4 6 
Delaware 13,200 3,090 5,030 17 7 
Rhode Island 28,700 3,490 4,880 7 8 
Nevada 7,450 6,050 4,850 l 9 
Michigan 230,700 3,190 4,840 14 10 
Illinois 303,100 3,820 4,640 _* 
Ohio 281,050 3,230 4,620 i kz 


*Alcoholics with and without complications. 
Numbers rounded to nearest fifty. 

/Rates (rounded to nearest 10) per 100,000 
adult population 20 years and over, 


CHRISTMAS FOR CHRIST 


As a means to encourage greater respect 
and reverence for the Christmas season, the 
League is sending a sheet of Christmas for 
Christ stamps to all who are receiving this 
paper. 








HUNTERDON COUNTY REPORTS 
ON DRINKING DRIVER DEATHS 


County Traffic Coordinator Alfred Gyuro 
revealed late September that up to that time 57 
per cent of the automobile drivers involved in 
Hunterdon County fatal accidents in 1958 had 
been drinking. 


Fourteen drivers were involved in the acci- 
dents that brought death to 12 persons. Mr. 
Gyuro stated eight of the 14 drivers had either 
been definitely intoxicated, had just left taverns 
or had been drinking somewhere shortly before 
the accident. 


The Traffic Coordinator said one fatality 
not included above involved a driver whom the 
police suspect had been drinking but they could 
not establish that fact. The driver was killed. 


Many of the drivers who have been drinking 
and are involved in fatalities escape without 
penalty. Mr. Gyuro explained that .15 per cent 
of alcohol in the blood on a drunkometer read- 
ing indicates a person is intoxicated. However, 
many times the driver is hospitalized after the 
accident and the drunkometer test cannot be 
taken in time before the alcohol is removed 
from the blood through natural body functions. 


Also a driver may have a few drinks which 
will slow up his reflexes and make him more 
accident-prone, but he can still not be intoxi- 
cated as defined by law and therefore not liable 
to prosecution, Mr. Gyuro concluded. 











MATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 
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VU LAL LG 
DRIVER? 
DO N07 


50 Stamps Free on Request 
More at Reasonable Cost. 





An Agency of the Temperance League of New Jersey 
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Novembér 14, 1958 


To New Jersey 
Employers: 


At this time of the year employers are making plans 
for their annual pre-Christmas parties for employees. In 
keeping with the spirit of the Season such employee get- 
togethers are an important expression of good will. 


As a good employer, however, you are naturally con- 
cerned about public relations as well. We believe that most 
employees at Christmas parties maintain good self-control. 
But it is true that one of the most joyous Seasons of the 
year has sometimes been filled with heartbreak and disap- 
pointment because of something that started innocently 
enough at the office or factory party. In some cases, 
automobile accidents have resulted. In others, pay checks 
have been misspent which should have been used for necessi- 
ties or gifts. 


In the interests of safety, good employee and commu- 
nity relations and a truly Merry Christmas, without regrets, 
we invite you to join the ever-growing number of employers 
who no longer feature "alcoholic refreshments" at Christmas 
parties. 


Many have written to assure us their parties have 
been "better than ever" as a result of following this simple 
suggestion. 

Your comments are invited and will be appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 


Don J. C. Drew, Chairman 








